
 

 

 

 
 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 

 

The Embassy of Brazil to the UK, in partnership with ACALASP (the Association of 

Cultural Attachés of Latin America, Spain and Portugal), People’s Palace Projects (Queen 

Mary University of London) and Itaú, is currently inviting entries for its Ibero-American Arts 

Award. Following the pre-selection process conducted by the curatorial committee, up to 30 

artworks will then go on display for three weeks at the Embassy of Brazil (14-16 Cockspur 

Street, SW1Y 5BL). A special jury will judge the final selection. Cash prizes, generously 

provided by Itaú, are to be given to the jury’s first (£3,000) and second (£1,000) choices. 

There will be a third cash prize winner (£1,000) for the visiting public’s favourite artwork. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 

 

The Award is dedicated to supporting UK-based artists in the production of cross-cultural 

artworks, giving them the freedom to develop their creative ideas, based on a theme, and 

contributing to their personal and professional growth. It will be an opportunity for the artists 

to exhibit their work at a prestigious and highly visible space in the heart of London and to 

have their profile raised through media coverage. 

 

 

THEME 

 

To mark the 500th anniversary of the publication of Thomas More’s Utopia, participant 

artists should base their works on the theme of ‘Ibero-American Utopias’. 

Inspired by the letters of explorers like Amerigo Vespucci and Christopher Columbus, 

describing the discovery of new worlds and the otherness of Latin America, Thomas More 

wrote an imaginary account of life on an apparently perfect, self-contained island 

commonwealth. Playing on a pun contained in the neologism ‘utopia’, he had conceived of 

a place that was both ‘good’ as well as ‘non-existent’ – a ‘nowhere’ place. Throughout time, 

utopian narratives have sought to examine this fundamental tension: whether or not a 

‘perfected’ society is possible, or even desirable, to achieve. And whereas most utopias 

look to reform the world at large, some look no further than reforming the outlook of the 

solitary individual, inventing islands of the mind in which to dwell. 



 

 

 

All artworks must explore the theme ‘Ibero-American Utopias’, which artists are free to 

interpret in the broadest sense. It is hoped that the openness of this competition to artists of 

all nationalities will produce a real wealth of diverse responses to the ‘utopian impulse’. 

 

 

SUBMISSIONS 

 

 Creative artworks in different formats will be accepted, for example: paintings, 

drawings and other works on paper; sculpture; photography; and prints. 

 Replicas of already-existing works will not be accepted.  

 Each artist can submit only one piece of work, and submissions must be made by 

individuals only.  

 The works must be easy to transport and made of non-perishable material.  

 Works must measure less than 2.5m (height) by 2m (width).  

 All works must be exhibition-ready and able to withstand mirror plating for hanging 

purposes. 

 There is no submission fee. 

 

Submissions can be made from 16 May to 16 October 2016, in the form of image files 

attachments. Please send an email to iberoamericanartsaward@gmail.com. The 

minimum requirements are that applicants send: 

 High-quality image files of their work in JPG format, min 300dpi resolution, sized 

between 3 and 5MB. 

 Contact information for registration and notification. 

 A brief written text providing information about the artist (maximum 200 words), with 

a link to their website/blog or any other digital platform where their work can be seen 

(if applicable). 

 A brief written description of the artwork (maximum 300 words), including: art form, 

title, dimensions, and explanatory remarks on how the artwork ties in with the 

proposed theme. 

 

Note: Submissions can be made either in English, Portuguese or Spanish. 

TIMETABLE 

 

16 May 2016 Call for submissions 

16 Oct 2016 Deadline for submissions 

28 Oct 2016 Selected artists informed of results of pre-selection process by email 

9 - 14 Nov 2016 Delivery of selected artworks/exhibition set-up 

15 Nov - 8 Dec 2016 Exhibition period (Private View on 15 November) 

8 Dec 2016 Award ceremony and reception 

9 - 11 Dec 2016 Exhibition disassembly 

 

 



 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

The Award is open to all UK-based artists of any nationality. Participants must be aged 16 

or over. All artworks must be original; they must not infringe the copyrights or intellectual 

property rights of any person or entity.  Artworks must not violate the privacy of any person, 

nor can they have any sexually explicit, violent or racist content.  

 

 

JURY 

 

The jury will consist of individuals from art institutions, curators with invited experts as well 

as acclaimed artists. Their decisions will be final. The Jury will choose the prizewinners 

from among the 30 works on display only. 

 

The ACALASP’s curatorial committee will be responsible for pre-selecting the 30 works to 

go on display, from among all valid submissions.  

 

 

SELECTED ARTISTS  

 

Artists will be contacted if their work has been selected for display. It will then be the artists’ 

responsibility to deliver their work to the Embassy of Brazil (14-16 Cockspur Street, London, 

SW1Y 5BL), making sure it is ready to be displayed – i.e. pictures must be framed; plinths 

must be provided for any work which needs one. 



 

 

 

PRIZES 

 

The following prizes will be awarded to the artists: cash prizes to the two best artworks 

voted by the Jury members, in order of preference (3,000 pounds to the first place and 

1,000 pounds for the second place). There will be a third cash prize (1,000 pounds) for the 

Public’s Choice.  

 

The first-placed artwork will be kept by and displayed in the Embassy of Brazil as part of its 

permanent collection and the second-placed work will be given to Itaú, whilst the artwork 

chosen by the public will be won, via tombola, by one of the lucky voting guests.  

 

Please note, given the above, the three winning artists will therefore have to relinquish all 

rights in relation to their works. The remaining artworks should be collected from the 

Embassy between 9 – 11 Dec 2016, after which the Embassy will not be held responsible 

for them.  

 

London, May 2016 

 

ACALASP -  

Association of Cultural Attachés of Latin America, Spain and Portugal 


