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PRESS RELEASE 

ANNOUNCING THE INAUGURATION OF THE IBERO-AMERICAN ARTS AWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONDON, 16 NOVEMBER 2016 – The Embassy of Brazil and ACALASP (the Association of Cultural Attachés of Latin 

America, Spain and Portugal), in partnership with sponsor Itaú Unibanco, and People’s Palace Projects, are delighted 

to announce that the 30 shortlisted artworks for the first ever Ibero-American Arts Award are now on display at Sala 

Brasil (Embassy of Brazil in London, 14-16 Cockspur Street, London, SW1Y 5BL) until 8 December. Photographs of 

the exhibition’s opening night by Noela Roibás are available on our website iberoamericanartsaward.org and 

Facebook feed @iberoamericanartsaward. 

 

The artworks display a rich and diverse range of approaches to the theme of ‘Utopias’, many with a strong ‘Ibero-

American’ twist, and cover multiple art forms including painting, sculpture, photography and mixed media. We hereby 

take pride in announcing the names of our 30 finalists and their winning artworks: 

ARTIST (arranged in alphabetical order, by first name) – ARTWORK (ARTFORM) 

 Andrea Hasler – “Irreducible Complexity/Dual 

Act” (sculpture) 

 Andrea Valdez – “Agave” (sculpture) 

 Andres Jaroslavsky – “1976” (painting) 

 Beatriz Elorza – “Giungla” (painting) 

 Catalina Bunge – “Sociedad Chiclera” 

(photography) 

 Claudia Vicente – “Visitantes” (mixed media 

on paper) 

 Colby Benari – “Watching the Universe Fold” 

(painting) 

http://www.noelaroibas.com/
https://iberoamericanartsaward.org/
https://www.facebook.com/iberoamericanartsaward/
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 Eca Eps – “Barbed Wire” (photography) 

 Edd Ravn – “Circus Smiles” (painting) 

 Edgar Askelovic – “US Candy” (sculpture) 

 Elena Gileva – “Feather Dress” (sculpture) 

 Federico Redin – “Coca Cola, Cinzano, Alpo & 

El Che Guevara” (photography) 

 Gwil Hughes – “Family Sized Packet” (mixed 

media painting) 

 Jade Chorkularb – “Lobha” (sculpture) 

 Jana Lohde – “This is Non-existent. This is a 

Nowhere.” (photography) 

 Jonny Briggs – “Schism” (photomontage) 

 Marcelo Deguchi da Silva – “Worldviews” 

(photography) 

 Maria Bavio – “Peacocks in Autumn” (painting) 

 Mia Pfeifer – “We will let you dream because it 

is all you have” (mixed media painting) 

 Omar Castañeda – “Beyond the Myth” 

(photography) 

 Paul Mitchell – “Shangri-La La La, Ha Ha Ha” 

(sculpture) 

 Rafaela Rocha – “Ogum upon Thames” 

(photography) 

 Rob Birch – “Following Ships Until The End of 

Their Journey” (digital collage) 

 Shihanki Elpitiya – “Feeling Blue” (mixed 

media on paper) 

 Sylvia Morgado – “Through the Sky” 

(sculpture) 

 Tarik Berber – “Las Pasionarias” (painting) 

 Ting Tong Chang – “P’eng’s Journey to the 

Southern Darkness” (sculpture) 

 Toru Nagahama – “Colour – 色彩 – Layer 

Tokyo” (photography) 

 Val Masferrer Oliveira – “The Spiritual Utopia 

– The equalitarian light” (photography) 

 Yi Dai – “Archaeology of Water No.1” (mixed 

media on paper) 

 

Judging this selection, our Jury consists of 5 high-profile personalities from the Arts world, who combine expertise from 

the areas of curating, collecting and practicing art, as well as academia and cultural journalism. They are: 

 

 Catherine Petitgas – Lecturer, writer, art collector and Whitechapel Gallery trustee. 

 José María Cano – World-famous Spanish visual artist, perhaps best known for his ongoing series of 

encaustic paintings, The Wall Street 100. 

 Marko Daniel – Convenor of Public Programmes at Tate Modern and Tate Britain. 

 Robert Bound – Culture Editor of the global affairs magazine Monocle. 

 Nayia Yiakoumaki – Educator, artist and Archive Curator at the Whitechapel Gallery. 

 

All five members of our esteemed Jury have now had a chance to see the shortlisted artworks and are deliberating 

their verdict together, to decide who will receive the 1
st
 Prize (£3,000 and the chance to put on a solo exhibition at the 

Embassy of Brazil) and 2
nd

 Prize (£1,000). All visitors to this exhibition have the opportunity to vote for their favourite 

work, which will receive the People’s Choice Award (£1,000). 

 

For further press information please contact: 

 

Andrzej Stuart-Thompson (English),  

Cecília Santamarina (Spanish),  

Fernanda Franco (Portuguese) 

 

iberoamericanartsaward@gmail.com 

+44 (0)20 7747 4576 / 4567 

mailto:iberoamericanartsaward@gmail.com
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

THE IBERO-AMERICAN ARTS AWARD 

The Visual Arts Award is dedicated to supporting UK-based artists in the production of cross-cultural artworks, giving 

them the freedom to develop their creative ideas, based on a theme and contributing to their personal and professional 

growth. It will provide the artists with an opportunity to exhibit their work at a prestigious and highly visible space in the 

heart of London and to have their profile raised through media coverage.  

 

ABOUT ACALASP  

The Association of Cultural Attachés from the Embassies of Latin American countries, Spain and Portugal is a non-

profit organisation that promotes these cultures within the UK. They run cross-cultural initiatives, events and 

competitions to provide freelance artists across all disciplines with creative opportunities, which simultaneously help to 

raise the profile of their Ibero-American home nations. 

 

ABOUT THE VENUE 

Opened in 2012, Sala Brasil has become the main venue for a variety of Brazil-related cultural events carried out by 

the Embassy. With generous space, suitable for an ambitious cultural programme, Sala Brasil hosts a series of 

attractions, from art exhibitions to concerts, in an effort to give the public an opportunity to experience the quality and 

diversity of Brazilian culture. Sala Brasil is a Grade II listed room located on the ground floor of the Embassy with an 

open plan area of approximately 250m
2
 and a mezzanine of approximately 60m

2
. Further information: 

http://londres.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us/ 

 

ABOUT ITAÚ UNIBANCO 

Itaú Unibanco is one of the largest banks in the world, with operations in 19 countries throughout the Americas, Asia 

and Europe. It is a universal bank with a range of services and products serving the most varied client profile – both 

individuals and companies of all sizes, from major transnational groups to local micro-entrepreneurs. In Brazil, Itaú has 

nearly 5,000 full-service branches and nearly 28,000 ATMs. Itaú Unibanco is recognized for its governance practices 

and management, which is focused on the generation of economic, social and environmental value. Itaú BBA is Itaú 

Unibanco’s Wholesale and Investment division, and its European headquarters are in London. Itaú BBA’s service 

offering includes Term Loans, Project Finance, LBO’s, Revolving Credit Facilities, Schulschein, Guarantees, Letters of 

Credit and Trade Finance, hedging solutions, Latin-American currencies, among others. Further information: 

itaubba.co.uk 

 

ABOUT PEOPLE’S PALACE PROJECTS 

People’s Palace Projects seeks to ask how the arts can bring about positive social change through participatory arts 

projects, performances, educational initiatives and debates. The institution brings artists, activists, academics and 

audiences together for projects that address a wide range of social justice and human rights issues. Based in the East 

End of London (Queen Mary University of London), they have worked with a wide range of local communities, in 

partnership with a range of arts organizations and artists across England and Wales with a legacy of international 

collaborative projects in West Africa, South America and Eastern Europe. For the past two decades they have 

maintained a special focus on strengthening cultural links between Brazil and the UK. 

Further information: peoplespalaceprojects.org.uk 

-END- 

http://londres.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us/
http://www.itaubba.co.uk/
http://www.itaubba.co.uk/
http://www.peoplespalaceprojects.org.uk/

