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PRESS RELEASE 

 

FIRST EVER IBERO-AMERICAN ARTS AWARD LAUNCHES TODAY IN LONDON, CALLING 

FOR ARTISTS TO EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF “UTOPIA” 

 

 Theme: Ibero-American Utopias 

 Deadline for submissions: 16 October 2016 

 Exhibition at the Embassy of Brazil in London 

 Prizes: 1st Prize £3,000; 2nd Prize £1,000; People’s Choice £1,000. 

 No submission fee 

 

LONDON, 16 MAY 2016 - The Embassies of Latin American countries, Spain and Portugal, in 

collaboration with Itaú Unibanco are delighted to launch the first ever ‘Ibero-American Arts Award’. 

In an unprecedented exchange between the UK and Latin cultures, the exhibition and award invites 

all UK-based artists to explore the concept of Utopia in Ibero-American cultures.  

 

In 1516, Thomas More published his Utopia. Playing on a pun contained in the neologism ‘utopia’, 

he had conceived a place that was both ‘good’ and ‘non-existent’. Throughout time, utopian 

narratives have sought to examine this fundamental tension: whether or not a ‘perfected’ society is 

possible, or even desirable, to achieve. 500 years on, our participating artists are invited to 

consider the relevance of the “utopian impulse” to Ibero-American nations, whose intellectual and 

artistic histories may indeed be seen as a rich tapestry of utopian dreams, projects and debates. 

 

The Ibero-American Arts Award is an initiative organized by the Embassy of Brazil and ACALASP 

(Association of Cultural Attachés of Latin America, Spain and Portugal), in partnership with 

People’s Palace Projects, and sponsored by Itaú Unibanco, Latin America’s largest private bank.  
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Renato Lulia, CEO of Itaú BBA International, said: “For over 50 years Itaú Unibanco has been a 

custodian of Brazilian and Latin American art. We are very pleased to be sponsoring this first Ibero-

American Arts Award and in this way further foster the development of Latin-inspired art around the 

world.”    

 

Submissions for the competition, which may include paintings, drawings, sculpture, photography 

and prints, are now invited from artists living and working in the UK. Participants must be aged 16 

or over. Entries can be submitted digitally up until midnight on Sunday 16
 
October 2016. For further 

details about the competition and how to enter please visit: https://iberoamericanartsaward.org/ 

 

For further press information please contact:  

Andrzej Stuart.Thompson (English)/ Cecília Santamarina (Spanish)/Fernanda Franco (Portuguese)  

iberoamericanartsaward@gmail.com 

+44 (0)20 7747 4576 / 4567 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

THE IBERO-AMERICAN ARTS AWARD 

The Visual Arts Award is dedicated to supporting UK-based artists in the production of cross-

cultural artworks, giving them the freedom to develop their creative ideas, based on a theme and 

contributing to their personal and professional growth. It will provide the artists with an opportunity 

to exhibit their work at a prestigious and highly visible space in the heart of London and to have 

their profile raised through media coverage.  

 

ABOUT ACALASP  

The Association of Cultural Attachés from the Embassies of Latin American countries, Spain and 

Portugal is a non-profit organisation that promotes these cultures within the UK. They run cross-

cultural initiatives, events and competitions to provide freelance artists across all disciplines with 

creative opportunities, which simultaneously help to raise the profile of their Ibero-American home 

nations. 

 

ABOUT THE VENUE 

Opened in 2012, Sala Brasil has become the main venue for a variety of Brazil-related cultural 

events carried out by the Embassy. With generous space, suitable for an ambitious cultural 

programme, Sala Brasil hosts a series of attractions, from art exhibitions to concerts, in an effort to 

give the public an opportunity to experience the quality and diversity of Brazilian culture. Sala Brasil 

is a Grade II listed room located on the ground floor of the Embassy with an open plan area of 

approximately 250m
2
 and a mezzanine of approximately 60m

2
. Further information: 

http://londres.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us/ 

 

https://iberoamericanartsaward.org/
mailto:iberoamericanartsaward@gmail.com
http://londres.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us/
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ABOUT ITAÚ UNIBANCO 

Itaú Unibanco is one of the largest banks in the world, with operations in 19 countries throughout 

the Americas, Asia and Europe. It is a universal bank with a range of services and products serving 

the most varied client profile – both individuals and companies of all sizes, from major transnational 

groups to local micro-entrepreneurs. In Brazil, Itaú has nearly 5,000 full-service branches and 

nearly 28,000 ATMs. Itaú Unibanco is recognized for its governance practices and management, 

which is focused on the generation of economic, social and environmental value. Itaú BBA is Itaú 

Unibanco’s Wholesale and Investment division, and its European headquarters are in London. Itaú 

BBA’s service offering includes Term Loans, Project Finance, LBO’s, Revolving Credit Facilities, 

Schulschein, Guarantees, Letters of Credit and Trade Finance, hedging solutions, Latin-American 

currencies, among others. Further information: itaubba.co.uk 

 

ABOUT PEOPLE’S PALACE PROJECTS 

People’s Palace Projects seeks to ask how the arts can bring about positive social change through 

participatory arts projects, performances, educational initiatives and debates. The institution brings 

artists, activists, academics and audiences together for projects that address a wide range of social 

justice and human rights issues. Based in the East End of London (Queen Mary University of 

London), they have worked with a wide range of local communities, in partnership with a range of 

arts organizations and artists across England and Wales with a legacy of international collaborative 

projects in West Africa, South America and Eastern Europe. For the past two decades they have 

maintained a special focus on strengthening cultural links between Brazil and the UK. 

Further information: peoplespalaceprojects.org.uk 

 

-END- 

 

 

http://www.itaubba.co.uk/
http://www.peoplespalaceprojects.org.uk/

